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(54) Inclination sensor and surveying instrument using the same 

(57) The present invention relates to an inclination 
sensor which utilizes a liquid member having a free sur- 
face. A first optical system colli mates light emitted from 
a light source, a dark field pattern allows the light from 
the first optical system to pass therethrough, a half mir- 
ror changes the direction of the light which has passed 
through the scale pattern, a first liquid member having a 
free surface reflects the pattern light thus changed its 
direction by the half mirror, a second optical system 
focuses the pattern light reflected by the first liquid 
member, a light receiving means receives a light image 
formed by the second optical system, and a processing 
means calculates an inclination on the basis of a recep- 
tion signal provided from the light receiving means. The 
scale pattern is formed by a plurality of slits, and the half 
mirror is disposed on an optical path of both the liquid 
member and the second optical system. 
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Description 

Background of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates to an inclination s 
sensor which utilizes a liquid member having a free sur- 
face. In particular, the invention is concerned with an 
inclination sensor best suited for a surveying instrument 
and capable of being constituted in a compact form by 
disposing a half mirror on an optical path of both the liq- 10 
uid member and a light receiving optical system, as well 
as a surveying instrument using the inclination sensor. 
[0002] Heretofore, as a device for detecting inclina- 
tions of a surveying instrument there has been used 
such a bubble tube 1 0000 as shown in Fig. 9. In the inte- is 
rior of the bubble tube 10000, bubbles 5000 are sealed 
and electrodes 6000 and 7000 are formed, to measure 
a capacitance electrically and thereby determine an 
inclination. 

[0003] However, since the outer peripheral portion of 20 
the bubble tube 10000 is formed of glass, it is weak 
against impact and a high mechanical accuracy is 
required, thus giving rise to the problem that the cost is 
high. 

[0004] Further, for measuring inclinations in both X- 25 
and Y-axis directions, it is necessary to use two bubble 
tubes 10000 in two-axis directions, thus causing an 
increase of cost. 

[0005] Additionally, the bubble tube 10000 is also 
influenced by changes in ambient temperature and 30 
hence it has so far been rehired to make correction of 
temperature changes. 

Summary of the Invention 
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[0006] In the present invention, which relates to an 
inclination sensor using a liquid member having a free 
surface, a first optical system collimates light emitted 
from a light source, a scale pattern allows the light from 
the first optical system to pass therethrough, a half mir- 40 
ror changes the direction of the light which has passed 
through the dark field pattern, a first liquid member hav- 
ing a free surface reflects the pattern light thus changed 
its direction by the half mirror, a second optical system 
focuses the pattern light reflected by the first liquid 45 
member, a light receiving means receives the light 
image formed by the second optical system, and a 
processing means calculates an inclination on the basis 
of a reception signal provided from the light receiving 
means. The scale pattern is formed by a plurality of slits, so 
and the half mirror is disposed on the optical path of 
both the liquid member and the second optical path. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
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[0007] The accompanying drawings illustrate embod- 
iments of the present invention, in which: 



Fig. 1 is a diagram showing the construction of an 
inclination sensor according to a first embodiment 
of the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a scale pattern having a geometrical figure 
constructed as a triangle pattern in the first embod- 
iment; 

Fig. 3 is a diagram showing the construction of an 
inclination sensor according to a second embodi- 
ment of the invention; 

Fig. 4 is a diagram showing the construction of an 
inclination sensor according to a third embodiment 
of the invention; 

Fig. 5 is a diagram showing the construction of an 
inclination sensor according to a fourth embodi- 
ment of the invention; 

Fig. 6 is a diagram explaining a first liquid member; 
Fig. 7 is a diagram explaining an inclination angle 
calculating process performed by a processing 
means; 

Fig. 8 is a diagram explaining an inclination angle 
calculating process performed by the processing 
means; 

Fig. 9 is a diagram explaining the prior art; 

Fig. 10 is a diagram showing an example in which 

the invention is applied to an electronic theodolite; 

and 

Rg. 1 1 is a diagram showing an example in which 
the invention is applied to the electronic theodolite. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0008] Embodiments of the present invention will be 
described hereinunder with reference to the drawings. 

[First Embodiment] 

[0009] Rg. 1 illustrates an optical construction of an 
inclination sensor 1000 according to a first embodiment 
of the invention. The inclination sensor 1000 comprises 
a light source 100, a condenser lens 200, scale pattern 
(a dark field pattern) 300, a first pattern relay lens 400, 
a half mirror 500, a first liquid member 600 having a free 
surface, a second pattern relay lens 700, a light receiv- 
ing means 800, and a processing means 900. 
[0010] The light source 100 used in the first embodi- 
ment is a light emitting diode (LED), provided any other 
light source may be used. 

[001 1 ] The condenser lens 200, which is for colli mat- 
ing the light emitted from the light source 100, corre- 
sponds to a first optical system. 
[0012] The scale pattern 300 is for forming a pattern 
image in the light receiving means 800. 
[001 3] Rg. 2 illustrates a scale pattern 300 used in the 
first embodiment, which pattern is composed of plural 

slits 310. 310 It is here assumed that the direction 

orthogonal to the plural slits 310, 310. ... is X direction 
and that the longitudinal direction of each slit 310 is Y 
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direction. 

[0014] The plural slits 310, 310, ... are arranged in 
such a manner that their central points are spaced from 
one another at equal intervals P and that the slit width 
varies in a direction orthogonal to the arranged direction s 
of the slits. 

[001 51 The first pattern relay lens 400 is for conducting 
the light which has passed through the scale pattern 
300 to the half mirror 500. 

[001 6] A half mirror 500 used in this first embodiment io 
is a beam splitter having a semitransparerrt surface 510. 
The light incident on the half mirror 500 is reflected by 
the semitransparerrt surface 510, then advances 
upward and enters a first liquid member 600 having a 
free surface. The light is reflected by the first liquid is 
member 600 having a free surface, then passes through 
the semitransparent surface 510 of the half mirror 500 
and advances toward a light receiving means 800 
located at a lower position. 

[0017] The half mirror 500 has a slant surface 520 20 
which is inclined relative to the transmitted light from a 
light source 100. 

[001 8] The light emitted from the light source 1 00 and 
incident on the half mirror 500 is reflected by the semi- 
transparent surface 510 and advances upward, but a 25 
portion thereof passes through the semitransparent sur- 
face 510 and travels straight ahead, rf a portion of the 
light traveling straight ahead is reflected by an end face 
of the half mirror 500 and then travels in the opposite 
direction on the same optical path, it will be again 30 
reflected by the semitransparent surface 510 and 
advance toward the light receiving means 800 located 
at a lower position. 

[001 9] The light passing through the semitransparent 
surface 510 and traveling straight ahead may obstruct 3s 
the inclination detection or produce an error. In this first 
embodiment, to avoid such an inconvenience, the 
above end face of the half mirror 500 is formed as a 
slant surface 520 which is inclined relative to the trans- 
mitted light from the light source. 40 
[0020] As a result, the light from the light source 100 
which travels straight ahead after passing through the 
semitransparent surface 510 is reflected by the slant 
surface 520, but the reflected light does not travel in the 
opposite direction on the same optical path and is there- 45 
fore not directed to the light receiving means 800, thus 
making it possible to effect a high accuracy measure- 
ment. 

[0021 ] The light source 1 00 and the surface of the first 
liquid member 600 having a free surface for reflecting so 
the light from the light source may be disposed in a con- 
jugate relation to each other. 

[0022] In this case, the reflection area on the surface 
of the first liquid member 600 becomes minimum and 
hence it is possible to minimize the error based on the ss 
surface tension of the liquid. Further, it is also possible 
to diminish the volume of the first liquid member 600. 
[0023] The first liquid member 600 having a free sur- 



face is filled with a liquid having a moderate viscosity, 
e.g. silicone oil. Since the first liquid member 600 has a 
free surface, the surface thereof is sure to be held level. 
[0024] The second pattern relay lens 700 is for focus- 
ing the light which has been reflected by the first liquid 
member 600 having a free surface and which has 
passed through the half mirror 500, onto the light receiv- 
ing means 800. That is, the second pattern relay lens 
700 is for forming an image of the scale pattern 300 
onto the light receiving means 800. 
[0025] The second pattern relay lens 700, which cor- 
responds to a second optical system, is disposed at a 
position spaced a focal distance, f, of the lens 700 from 
the light receiving means 800. 

[0026] The light receiving means 800 is for receiving 
a light image of the scale pattern 300 and converting it 
into an electrical signal. A CCD (charge-coupled device) 
linear sensor is used as the light receiving means in this 
embodiment 

[0027] The processing means 900. including a CPU, 
is for making a total control and calculating a shift dis- 
tance of slit image in the scale pattern 300 to determine 
a corresponding inclination angle. 
[0028] In this first embodiment constructed as above, 
when the inclination sensor 1000 inclines, the free sur- 
face of the first liquid member 600 is kept level, so that 
the image of the scale pattern 300 on the light receiving 
means 800 shifts in proportion to the angle of inclina- 
tion. 

[0029] In the case, as describes Rg. 6, where the incli- 
nation sensor 1000 inclines at an angle of e. then if the 
refractive index of the first liquid member 600 is n ( it fol- 
lows that the light reflected from the free surface 
inclines 2n0. Given that the corresponding distance on 
the linear sensor as the light receiving means 800 is L: 

L = f xtan(2ne) Formula 1 

[0030] Th erefore, if the amount of shift of the slits 310 
in the scale pattern 300 is detected by the light receiving 
means 800 and is converted to an inclination angle by 
the processing means 900, it is possible to determine 
the inclination 0 of the inclination sensor 1000. 

[Second Embodiment] 

[0031] Rg. 3 illustrates an optical construction of an 
inclination sensor 2000 according to a second embodi- 
ment of the present invention. The inclination sensor 
2000 comprises a light source 100, a condenser lens 
200. a scale pattern 300, a first pattern relay lens 400, a 
sealing vessel 550, a first liquid member 600 having a 
free surface, a second pattern relay lens 700, a light 
receiving means 800, and a processing means 900. 
[0032] The sealing vessel 550 is for making a semi- 
transparent surface 551 and the liquid member 600 hav- 
ing a free surface integral with each other. That is, the 
sealing vessel 550 is for making a half mirror and the 
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first liquid member 600 integral with each other. 
[0033] In this second embodiment, the light emitted 
from the light source 100 is reflected by the semrtrans- 
parent surface 551 in the sealing vessel 550 and 
advances upward, then enters the first liquid member s 
600 having a free surface. The light is then reflected by 
the first liquid member 600, passes through the semi- 
transparent surface 551 in the sealing vessel 550 and 
advances toward the light receiving means 800 located 
at a lower position. w 
[0034] As to the light incident on the semitransparent 
surface 551 from the light source 100. there occurs a 
reflected light not only on the incident surface of the 
sealing vessel 550 but also on the boundary surface 
between the sealing vessel and the first liquid member is 
600. This reflected fight may obstruct the inclination 
detection or give rise to an error. 
[0035] In view of this point, the half mirror and the first 
liquid member 600 are rendered integral with each other 
by the sealing vessel 550 and the refractive index val- 20 
ues of the sealing vessel 550, the first liquid member 
600 and the semitransparent surface 551 are made 
equal or approximate, whereby it is made possible to 
prevent the occurrence of unnecessary reflected light 
and attain a high accuracy measurement 25 
[0036] Further, if a reflection preventing film using a 
medium whose refractive index is intermediate between 
the refractive index of the sealing vessel 550 and that of 
the first liquid member 600 is formed on the contact sur- 
face of the sealing vessel in contact with the f irst liquid 30 
member, it is possible to diminish the occurrence of 
reflected light at this boundary. 
[0037] Other constructional points are the same as in 
the first embodiment and therefore explanations thereof 
will be omitted. 35 

[Third Embodiment] 

[0038] Fig. 4 illustrates an optical construction of an 
inclination sensor 3000 according to a third embodiment <to 
of the present invention. The inclination sensor 3000 
comprises a light source 100, a condenser lens 200, a 
scale pattern 300, a first pattern relay lens 400, a half 
mirror 500, a first liquid member 600 having a free sur- 
face, a second pattern relay lens 700, a light receiving 45 
means 800, and a processing means 900. 
[0039] The first liquid member 600 having a free sur- 
face is sealed in a vessel 610 whose upper surface is 
inclined. 

[0040] Light which has been reflected by the half mir- so 
ror 500 and entered the first liquid member 600 having 
a free surface is reflected several percent by the free 
surface, then passes through a semitransparent surface 
510 of the half mirror 500 and becomes incident on the 
light receiving means 800. However, 90% or more of the ss 
light incident on the first liquid member 600 passes 
through the first liquid member. 

[0041 ] The light which has passed through the first liq- 



uid member 600 is reflected by the upper surface of the 
vessel 61 0. ff this light reflected by the vessel upper sur- 
face returns along the same optical path, it will pass 
through the semitransparent surface 510 of the half mir- 
ror 500 and enters the light receiving means 800, result- 
ing in that the inclination detection will be obstructed or 
an error will occur with a fairly high probability. 
[0042] However, since the upper surface of the vessel 
610 is inclined, the reflected light does not travel in the 
opposite direction on the same optical path and is there- 
fore not applied to the light receiving means 800, thus 
making it possible to effect a high accuracy measure- 
ment 

[0043] Other constructional points are the same as in 
the first and second embodiments and therefore expla- 
nations thereof will be omitted. 

[Fourth Embodiment] 

[0044] Fig. 5 illustrates an optical construction of an 
inclination sensor 4000 according to a fourth embodi- 
ment of the present invention. The inclination sensor 
4000 comprises a light source 100, a condenser lens 
200, a first polarizing means 210, a scale pattern 300, a 
first pattern relay lens 400, a half mirror 500, a A/4 polar- 
izing means 220, a first liquid member 600 having a free 
surface, a second polarizing means 230, a second pat- 
tern relay lens 700, a light receiving means 800, and a 
processing means 900. 

[0045] Light emitted from the light source 1 00 passes 
through the condenser lens 200 and is then polarized 
linearly by the first polarizing means 210. The linearly 
polarized fight is then reflected upward by a semitrans- 
parent surface 51 0 of the half mirror 500 and enters the 
A/4 polarizing means, in which ft is transformed into a 
circularly polarized light. 

[0046] The light thus circularly polarized by the A/4 
polarizing means 220 is directed to the first liquid mem- 
ber 600 and is reflected by the free surface, then enters 
the A/4 polarizing means 220 again. 
[0047] In the A/4 polarizing means, the light which has 
been linearly polarized by the first polarizing means 210 
can be made into light which is different in the direction 
of polarization by only 71/2. 

[0048] Therefore, if the second polarizing means 230 
is disposed so as to pass therethrough only the light 
which has been reflected by the free surface of the first 
liquid member 600 (the light which has passed twice 
through the A/4 polarizing means 220), then unneces- 
sary reflected light other than the light reflected by the 
free surface of the first liquid member 600 is prevented 
from entering the light receiving means 800 and it is 
possible to effect a high accuracy measurement. 
[0049] Instead of the second polarizing means 230, a 
polarization beam splitter having a polarizing reflective 
surface may be used as the half mirror 500, whereby the 
same effect as above can be obtained. 
[0050] Other constructional points are the same as in 
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the first to third embodiments and therefore explana- 
tions thereof will be omitted. 

[0051 ] A detailed description will be given below about 
an inclination angle calculating process performed by 
the processing means 900. s 
[0052] A linear sensor serving as the light receiving 
means 800 is disposed in a direction (X direction) 

orthogonal to the image of plural slits 310, 310 

[0053] As to the inclination angle, therefore, it can be 
determined by taking note of a specific pattern of slits io 
310, ... as a start pattern and measuring a distance, dx, 
from a preset level position as a reference position, as 
shown in Fig. 7. 

[0054] As to a distance shorter than the distance of 
each pitch, it can be determined with a high accuracy by is 
performing Fourier transformation for the output of the 
linear sensor to calculate a phase difference <t> between 
the pitch and the level position as the reference position 
and by solving the following formula: 

20 

<t>xp/(27t) Formula 2 

Then, by combining the distance thus determined with a 
distance longer than the pitch obtained from the forego- 
ing distance of the start pattern, it is possible to deter- 25 
mine the total distance. 

[0055] On the basis of the total amount of shift the 
processing means 900 can calculate a corresponding 
inclination angle in the X direction. 

[0056] As to the angle of inclination in the Y direction, 30 
it is calculated using a triangular slit 310b having a var- 
ying width. 

[0057] More specifically, Since the linear sensor is dis- 
posed in the X direction, inclination thereof in the Y 
direction causes a change in the light receiving width of 35 
the triangular slit 310b. The processing means 900 can 
calculate the angle of inclination in the Y direction. 
[0058] In measuring the width in the Y direction, as 
shown in Fig. 8 , the distance between leading and trail- 
ing edges in the output of the linear sensor can be 40 
determined by differentiating the said output. Further, 
for the purpose of enhancing the measurement accu- 
racy, the distance L on the linear sensor can be 
expressed as follows by performing calculation for all 
signals, determining an average width dy^, and using 45 
a pitch width, p, obtained by Fourier transform and also 
using a predetermined proportional relation, k: 

L = kxdy gye/p Formula 3 

50 

Further, inclination in the Y direction can be calculated 
from Formula 1. 

[0059] The width varying slit is not limited to a triangu- 
lar shape. It may be of any other shape insofar as the 
width thereof varies and a correspondence to inclination ss 
can be set. 

[0060] Thus, by merely using a single linear sensor, it 
is possible to detect inclinations in two-axis directions, 



i.e., X and Y directions. 

[0061] The adoption of an area sensor, not a linear 
sensor, and the use of plural slits 310, 310, ... formed at 
equal intervals, permit detection of inclinations in two X- 
and Y-axis directions. 

[0062] Further, the first liquid member 600 having a 
free surface may be substituted by a swingable sus- 
pended member. 

[0063] If the inclination sensor is attached to, for 
example, such an electronic type theodolite 20000 as 
shown in Figs. 1 0 and 1 1 , it is possible to detect inclina- 
tions in both X and Y directions of the surveying instru- 
ment body. 

[0064] According to the present invention constituted 
as above, the first optical system colli mates the light 
emitted from the light source, the dark field pattern 
allows the light provided from the first optical system to 
pass therethrough, the half mirror changes the direction 
of the light which has passed through the dark field pat- 
tern, the first liquid member having a free surface 
reflects the pattern light thus changed its direction by 
the half mirror, the second optical system focuses the 
pattern light reflected by the first liquid member, the light 
receiving means receives the light image formed by the 
second optical system, and the processing means cal- 
culates an inclination on the basis of a reception signal 
provided from the light receiving means. The dark field 
pattern is formed by a plurality of slits and the half mirror 
is disposed on the optical path of both the liquid mem- 
ber and the second optical system, so that it is possible 
to provide an inclination sensor which is not only high in 
both mechanical strength and accuracy but also com- 
pact in size. 

[0065] In the present invention, if the light source and 
the surface of the liquid member having a free surface 
for reflecting the light from the light source are arranged 
in a conjugate relation to each other, the area of reflec- 
tion on the surface of the liquid member becomes mini- 
mum and hence it is possible to minimize the error 
based on the surface tension of liquid. It is also possible 
to decrease the volume of the liquid member. 
[0066] Since the half mirror used in the present inven- 
tion can have a surface which is inclined relative to the 
transmitted light from the light source, the reflected light 
never travels in the opposite direction on the same opti- 
cal path and therefore the incidence of unnecessary 
reflected light on the light receiving means is prevented, 
thus making it possible to effect a high accuracy meas- 
urement. 

[0067] According to the present invention, moreover, 
the first polarizing means is disposed on the optical path 
between the light source and the half mirror, a X/4 polar- 
izing means is provided on the light transmitting side of 
liquid member, and for the transmitted light from the half 
mirror the second polarizing means permits only the 
reflected light from the liquid member to pass there- 
through. Therefore, unnecessary reflected light other 
than the light reflected by the free surface of the liquid 
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member is prevented from entering the light receiving 
means and hence the measurement can be done with a 
high accuracy. 

Claims s 

1 . An inclination sensor comprising: 

a light source; 

a first optical system for collimating the light io 8. 

emitted from said light source; 

a scale pattern for allowing the light from said 

first optical system to pass therethrough; 

a half mirror for changing the direction of the 

fight which has passed through said dark field is 9. 

pattern; 

a liquid member having a free surface for 
reflecting the pattern light thus changed its 
direction by said half mirror; 

a second optical system for focusing the pat- 20 10. 

tern light reflected by said liquid member; 

a light receiving means for receiving a light 

image formed by said second optical system; 

and 

a processing means for calculating an inclina- 2s 
tion on the basis of a reception signal provided 
from said light receiving means, 
said scale pattern being constituted by a plural- 
ity of slits, and said half mirror being disposed 
on an optical path of both said liquid member 30 
and said second optical system. 

2. An inclination sensor according to claim 1 , wherein 
said light source and the surface of said liquid 
member having a free surface for reflecting the light 35 
from the light source are disposed in a conjugate 
relation to each other. 

3. An inclination sensor according to claim 1 or claim 

2, wherein said half mirror has a surface which is 40 
inclined relative to the transmitted light from said 
light source. 

4. An inclination sensor according to any of claims 1 to 

3, wherein said liquid member is constituted inte- 45 
grally with said half mirror. 

5. An inclination sensor according to claim 4, wherein 
said half mirror has a reflection preventing film 
formed on the surface thereof which is in contact so 
with said liquid member. 

6. An inclination sensor according to any of claims 1 to 
5, wherein the refractive index of said liquid mem- 
ber and that of said half mirror are of values approx- ss 
imate to each other. 

7. An inclination sensor according to any of claims 1 to 



6, wherein a first polarizing means is disposed on 
an optical path between said light source and said 
half mirror a A/4 polarizing means is provided on 
the light transmitting side of said liquid member, 
and a second polarizing means is disposed which, 
for the light transmitted through said half mirror, 
permits only the light reflected from said liquid 
member to pass therethrough. 

An inclination sensor according to claim 7, wherein, 
instead of said second polarizing means, said half 
mirror is provided with a polarizing reflective sur- 
face. 

An inclination sensor according to any of claims 1 to 
8, wherein the upper surface of a vessel which con- 
tains said liquid member is inclined relative to the 
transmitted light from said light source. 

A surveying instrument using the inclination sensor 
described in any of claims 1 to 9, said inclination 
sensor being attached to the body of the surveying 
instrument to detect an inclination of the surveying 
instrument body. 
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